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II. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 1 through 9 as indicated below. This listing of claims will replace 
all prior listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1-9. (Cancelled) 

1 0. (Previously presented) A suction cautery dissector comprising: 

a handle assembly; 

a tubing assembly having a suction channel formed therein, the tubing assembly 
comprising a first portion connected to the handle assembly and a distal end; 

a tip assembly at the distal end of the tubing assembly, the tip assembly comprising a 
cautery surface with a beveled leading edge sharpened for dissecting tissue and a tip wall 
terminating at the cautery surface, the cautery surface having an opening formed therein that 
communicates with the suction channel in the tubing assembly and being operably connected to 
an electrical source, the cautery surface comprising a cauterizing plane; 

wherein the tubing assembly comprises an insulating layer covering the suction channel 
from the first portion to the distal end, terminating at a minimum predetermined distance along 
the tip wall from the cautery surface around the circumference of the tip assembly to enable the 
tip assembly to make surface contact around the entire tip wall, the insulating layer terminating 
at a substantially co-planar insulation termination plane; and 

wherein the cauterizing plane and the insulation termination plane are substantially 
parallel. 



2 



PACE 3/7 * RCVD AT 1 1/17/2006 10:14:31 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/21 * DNIS:2734770 * CSID:Fax Server 1 1 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-10 



Fax Server 11 11/17/2006 10:14 PAGE 004/007 Fax Server 



Attorney Docket Number 57063.000003 
Application Serial Number 10/655,555 

1 1. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the tubing 
assembly comprises an angled portion between the first portion and the distal end, the angled 
portion forming an obtuse angle between the distal end and the first portion. 

12. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the obtuse angle 
comprises approximately 140 degrees. 

13. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the vertex of the 
obtuse angle is positioned approximately 2 cm. from the leading edge of the tip assembly. 

14. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the beveled 
leading edge is beveled at an angle of approximately 45 degrees. 

15. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the tip assembly 
and cautery surface are operably connected to an electrical source through the suction channel, 
the suction channel comprising an electrically conducting material connected to an electrical 
wire in the handle assembly. 

16. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the suction 
channel also connects to a suction port in the handle assembly to control suction of air through 
the opening in the cautery surface. 

17. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the tip assembly 
operates to simultaneously dissect tissue with the beveled leading edge, cauterize tissue with at 
least the cautery surface and a portion of the tip wall and remove materials by suction through 
the opening in the cautery surface. 

18. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the cautery 
surface comprises a semi-cylindrical shape. 
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19. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the cautery 
surface is substantially co-planar. 

20. (Original) The suction cautery dissector of claim 10 wherein the leading edge 
comprises an ovoid shape. 
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